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Dear Sir/Madam,  

Open University National Validation Programme and Skills Injection Fund. 

 

Skills at level 4 and 5, particularly in technical areas, are vital to meeting the needs 
of the economy now and in the future and will play a central role in the levelling up 
agenda. That’s why we’re reforming higher technical education to make it a more 
popular and prestigious choice that provides the skills that employers need. To 
support the reform, on 25 May we announced that the Open University will partner 
with FE providers to offer more high-quality higher technical education.  

I want to thank you for expressing an interest in applying to take part in this 
programme. Backed by £10 million of Government funding, the national validation 
programme will support Further Education Providers (FEPs) to put on a wider range 
of technical courses, supporting more people to secure high skill, high wage jobs, 
growing the economy to help tackle the cost of living. 

The Government funding will be directed to the Open University who will use the 

£10m to reduce the costs that FEPs face in getting their courses validated. This 

means funds will not flow directly to FEPs, however FEPs will benefit from low or no 

costs in validating their level 4 and 5 courses.  

We are aware some FEPs will still face barriers to delivery, such as costs associated 
with delivering courses. The Government has now launched the Skills Injection Fund 
which will allow providers to access funds directly and may help overcome some of 
these barriers. The Skills Injection Fund, backed by £32m, will support providers to 
deliver Level 4 and 5 courses, and Higher Technical Qualifications (HTQs) in the 
following routes: 

Delivery September 2023 / January 2024 

• Digital 

• Construction 

• Health and Science 
 

Delivery September 2024 / January 2025 

• Business and Administration 

• Education and Childcare 
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• Engineering and Manufacturing 

• Legal, Finance and Accounting 
 

Where the OU national validation programme focusses on supporting FEPs through 

covering the costs of validating specific courses, the £32m Skills Injection Fund 

consists of capital and resource elements that can be spent on: 

Capital  

• Specialist equipment 
• Perpetual software licences 

 
Resource  

• Developing local employer partnerships  
• Upskilling staff 
• Curriculum development 
• Raising awareness of Higher Technical Education 

 

FEPs can apply to both schemes (the national validation programme and the Skills 

Injection Fund), and being a successful applicant to one scheme, will not preclude 

you from accessing the other.   

The deadline for applying to the Skills Injection Fund is 11:59pm on Wednesday 5 

October 2022.  

Applications to the Skills Injection Fund are welcomed from new and existing Level 4 

and 5 providers. Funding will be calculated via a funding formula and the amount 

allocated to each provider will be directly proportional to the number of learners 

predicted in your application. Funding will be capped at a maximum of £5,000 per 

learner.  

To be eligible for the Skills Injection Fund, providers must have an Ofsted rating of 
'Requires Improvement’ or higher or be OfS registered.  
 
For further information on the Skills Injection Fund please visit the DfE landing page 
with links to the guidance, application form, provider toolkit and provider support drop 
in sessions.  
 
I hope you find this letter helpful. I look forward to working with you in the future.    
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Susan Lovelock, Director  

Professional & Technical Education  
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