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R43 BSc (Honours) Nursing (Apprenticeship) 
 

Course code  R43      
Credits  360       
Course type:  Degree       
How long it takes:  Part Time:  3 years  Full Time:  4 years  
Entry requirements:  Yes       

      
1. Summary  

Studying with the OU is the perfect way to realise your ambition of becoming a nurse. If you're currently 
working in a healthcare role, you'll be able to stay in work while you study – provided you have the support of 
your employer and can organise suitable practice experience. You'll explore four fields of nursing and 
ultimately choose a specialism from Adult, Children and Young People, Learning Disabilities, or Mental Health.  

 
2. Course details  
Stage 1 (120 credits) 
Stage 1 provides you with the knowledge, understanding, skills and behaviours needed to reach progression point 1 
(NMC requirement). You’ll examine the experience of giving and receiving care in a wide range of healthcare settings 
and explore how to maintain the relevance of your practice in an ever-changing healthcare environment. 
Compulsory modules: 

• Introducing health and social care (KXY102) 
• Introduction to healthcare practice (KXY104)  
 

Stage 2 (120 credits) 
Stage 2 builds on learning from Stage 1. The practice module incorporates three substantial learning opportunities to 
apply your learning to practice developing increased confidence as a caregiver. Teaching will be driven using enquiry-
based practices in small groups using case scenarios or vignettes, working with peers to support a positive learning 
community. 

• Understanding nursing: knowledge and theory (KXY210)  
• Developing nursing practice (KXY211) 
 

Stage 3 (120 credits) 
At Stage 3 you'll choose a final practice module that determines which of the four areas of nursing specialism you 
will be awarded: Adult, Children and Young People, Learning Disabilities, or Mental Health. At the end of Stage 3, 
you'll be ready to apply to the Nursing and Midwifery Council to join their professional register and work as a 
registered nurse  

• Assimilating nursing: knowledge and theory (KXY325)  
Choose one from 
• Becoming an autonomous practitioner: adult (KXY326) 
• Becoming an autonomous practitioner: mental health (KXY327) 
• Becoming an autonomous practitioner: learning disabilities (KXY328) 
• Becoming an autonomous practitioner: children and young people (KXY329) 

 
 

https://www.open.ac.uk/courses/nursing-healthcare/degrees/bsc-nursing-adult-r39-ad
https://www.open.ac.uk/courses/nursing-healthcare/degrees/bsc-nursing-children-young-people-r39-cyp
https://www.open.ac.uk/courses/nursing-healthcare/degrees/bsc-nursing-learning-disabilities-r39-ld
https://www.open.ac.uk/courses/mental-health/degrees/bsc-nursing-mental-health-r39-mh
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3. Accessibility  
 
We make all our qualifications as accessible as possible and have a comprehensive range of services to support all 
our students. The BSc (Honours) Nursing uses a variety of study materials and has the following elements: 

• students study online - online learning resources may include websites, audio/video media clips, and 
interactive activities such as online quizzes, asynchronous and synchronous forums 

• work in a group with other students 
• undertake practical work to develop regulatory proficiencies and skills 
• finding external/third party material online. 

In addition to the above, the regulatory body for nursing – the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) has guidance 
on health, disability relating to fitness for professional practice and determine minimum entry requirements around 
numeracy and literacy. 

For more detailed information, see the Accessibility Statements on individual module descriptions. If you feel you 
may need additional support, visit Disability support to find more about what we offer. 

 
4. Classification of degree  
 

Awardable qualification name:  BSc (Honours) Nursing Degree Apprentice (Adult) or (Mental 
Health) or (Learning Disabilities) or (Children and Young People) 

Letters entitled to use:  BSc (Hons) 
Opportunity to attend degree ceremony?  Yes  

  
5. Entry requirements  
Please note that this apprenticeship qualification is only available in England,  
 
Employer partnership 
The University offers this practice-based qualification in association with partnering employers. You must be working 
in healthcare practice in a caring role where registered nurse mentors are available, so you will need to discuss the 
opportunity with your employer. 
 
Education and personal attributes 
Currently the programme entry requirements include: 

• literacy (functional skills Level 2 or equivalent e.g., GCSE Grade C or above in English) 
• numeracy (functional skills Level 2 or equivalent e.g., GCSE Grade C or above in Maths) 
• good character, evidenced through self-declaration, an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check, 

and two references – one of which must be from your current employer (where applicable) 
• good health, evidenced through self-declaration of health status, occupational health screening, review of 

previous sickness and absence record 
• successful completion of interview and assessment of your personal values matched to the requirements for 

sensitive nursing practices as defined by The NHS Constitution 

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/do-it/disability
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If you think you meet the criteria, you’ll need to apply. Spaces are limited and the timeline for your application will 
depend on where you and your employer are in terms of readiness to join / support the programme.  
 
To be eligible* for this formal Apprenticeship Degree Programme, you must be employed and sponsored by your 
employer. 
 
*to receive government funding 
 
6. Careers  
The learning outcomes for this degree course have been mapped to (and fully comply with) the Nursing and 
Midwifery Council (NMC) standards for pre-registration nursing programmes, and to subject benchmarking 
statements for Nursing. On successful completion of your studies, you can apply for registration as a NMC registered 
nurse. 
 
Accreditation: 
On graduating from the BSc (Honours) Nursing and completing your apprenticeship, you will be eligible to apply for 
entry to the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) register. 
 
Exploring your options: 
Once you register with us (and for up to three years after you finish your studies), you’ll have full access to our 
careers service for a wide range of information and advice – including online forums, website, interview simulation, 
vacancy service as well as the option to email or speak to a careers adviser. Some areas of the careers service 
website are available for you to see now, including help with looking for and applying for jobs. You can also read 
more general information about how OU study enhances your career. 
 
In the meantime, if you want to do some research around this qualification and where it might take you, we’ve put 
together a list of relevant job titles as a starting point (note that some careers may require further study, training 
and/or work experience beyond your degree): 

• Staff nurse 
• Senior staff nurse 
• Ward manager 
• Community nurse 
• District nurse 
• Community team leader 
• Clinical nurse specialist 
• Practice nurse 
• Nurse practitioner 
• Practice educator 
• Practice development nurse 
• Clinical nurse researcher 
• Nurse lecturer 
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7. Learning outcomes  
 
Educational aims  
If you are already working as a healthcare support worker/healthcare assistant and would like to become a 
Registered Nurse, this unique practice-based qualification is for you. The aim of this course is for you to develop all 
the skills and proficiencies you need to be a Registered Nurse. The course enables you to stay in work while you 
study, provided you have the support of your employer. During the course, you will experience a range of alternative 
practice settings. On successful completion of the course, you will be able to register as a Registered Nurse (Adult, 
Children and Young People, Learning Disabilities or Mental Health) with the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC).  
 
Knowledge and Understanding  
On completion of this degree, you will have knowledge and understanding of the: 

• a systematic and extensive knowledge and understanding of the contemporary context for health and social 
care, the range of settings and the principles of integrated, person-centred care. 

• an extensive knowledge and critical understanding of the biological, pharmacological, physical, socio-
cultural, political, legal, ethical, organisational and psychological concepts and theories relevant to 
contemporary nursing practice. 

• an understanding of the principles of research, the evidence base for healthcare and nursing practice, and 
the ability to recognise the potential uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of knowledge. 

Cognitive Skills  
On completion of this degree, you will be able to: 

• critique concepts and information from a wide range of sources, including current research, scholarly, and 
professional literature, and evaluate applicability for nursing and healthcare. 

• critically analyse risks in health and social care and evaluate strategies for improving safety and quality. 

Key Skills  
On completion of this degree, you will be able to: 

• Problem-solving, decision-making and critical thinking skills applied to nursing practice. 
• Ability to communicate effectively and manage relationships with service users, families, carers and health 

and social care colleagues, using a range of appropriate methods and applying emotional intelligence. 
• Literacy, digital literacy, technological literacy and numeracy skills required to ensure safe and effective 

nursing practice. 
• Effective skills in leadership, management, coordination, team-working and collaboration. 

Practical and/or Professional Skills  
On completion of this degree, you will be able to: 

• demonstrate achievement of the Nursing and Midwifery Council proficiencies for registered nurses in the 
chosen field of practice (either Adult, Children and Young People, Learning Disabilities or Mental Health). 

• demonstrate resilience and acknowledge the impact and demands of professional nursing practice on your 
personal health and wellbeing, engaging in self-care and accessing support when required. 

• demonstrate independent learning skills and the ability to learn from feedback, reflecting on your own 
personal and professional development, and demonstrating a commitment to lifelong learning. 
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Teaching, learning and assessment methods  
Our pre-registration nursing programme includes a range of teaching methods recognising that students have 
different preferred learning styles. During the programme you will learn directly from your experiences in practice 
and through knowledge and understanding acquired from specially prepared learning materials. You will be able to 
focus your learning on your field of practice although you will have the opportunity to reflect on practices across all 
four fields (Adult, Children and Young People, Learning Disabilities, and Mental Health). 

Each module guides your learning by providing underlying theory on key concepts and evidence-based knowledge to 
enable you to learn the necessary skills to practise nursing. 

While on programme, you will use an enquiry-based approach to your learning, and you will be encouraged to reflect 
on what you learn, carry out activities and participate in group learning. Peer learning will help avoid feelings of 
isolation that students can experience when studying via distance learning. For the Level 2 and Level 3 modules, 
enquiry-based learning uses scenarios/vignettes that reflect real life situations and the complexity of healthcare, 
people’s health needs across the lifespan and the range of care settings. Learning will be in small, facilitated groups 
and you will develop skills to become an independent learner, who can identify your learning needs, seek out and 
appraise information, and apply your learning in practice. 

The course is underpinned by evidence-based policy, theory and practice and information and digital literacy is 
integral to the knowledge learning and understanding of each module and broader course. 

To progress through the qualification, you will be required to integrate your theoretical learning (learning for 
practice) and your practice-based learning (learning in practice) in order to provide safe, effective, compassionate, 
person and family-centred care. 

As you progress, you will be expected to learn, and practise increasing independence and will be encouraged to form 
‘communities of learning’ with other students on the qualification. This will be promoted through face-to-face 
meetings where relevant and feasible, online discussion forum activities, online tutorials using Adobe Connect, 
telephone and email contact. A practice tutor/academic assessor, a practice-based supervisor and practice-based 
assessors will facilitate and support your practice learning in each setting where you gain experience. 

Support in practice will help you gain confidence and competence in order to deliver personalised, person/family-
centred nursing care. Innovative educational technologies will be employed to maximise and capitalise on the 
excellent learning and teaching opportunities available. Vibrant and diverse learning materials and activities are 
brought together to bring an exciting and innovative approach to learning. The curriculum is flexible and student-
centred, responsive to changing service requirements, and aims to produce nurses who can improve care 
experiences in a professional, caring, and cost-effective manner. 

To recognise the value of nursing, students and staff will work collaboratively and creatively in the teaching and 
learning experience, to positively influence the nursing student’s personal and professional development. Enquiry 
Based Learning (EBL) is used to facilitate this development and to facilitate students acquiring requisite knowledge 
and skills. EBL is a student-centred teaching approach that motivates and engages students with direct decision 
making, applied analytical thinking and results in competent, reflective, autonomous practitioners, able to think 
critically, problem solve and respond in the ever-changing landscape of health and social care. This research-
orientated approach will inspire students to learn for themselves in readiness for lifelong learning and leadership. 

  



                                                                        

7  
Each module content is subject to change  

 
Introducing health and social care   

Course code: KXY102 Credits: 60 OU Level: 1  
SCQF Level: 7  FHEQ Level: 4   

 
Summary 
We all depend on care services at some time in our lives – at home; in hospitals, clinics, or GP surgeries; or in 
community and residential settings. This key introductory module provides an authoritative overview of health and 
social care, with real-life case studies taking you deep into the experience of receiving care and working in care 
services. Whether you're involved in care work (paid or unpaid), use services yourself, or simply have a general 
interest, this module will build knowledge and understanding, develop skills, and prepare you for further study. 
 
Course content 
This online module takes you into the lives of care workers and care service users through in-depth case studies. The 
module materials are written in clear, simple language and a friendly, thought-provoking style. The module is 
brought to life through audio, video and interactive activities which will set you thinking – drawing on your own 
ideas and experience to deepen your learning and help you understand the essentials of good practice. 

If you want to share your ideas, you can join online forums with other students and our tutors. You'll develop the 
academic skills needed to thrive at university through activities that are threaded through the module material. The 
module also teaches you, quickly and simply, how to use information and communication technology for study. 

Block 1: explores what it means to be a carer, firstly in the context of informal or family care and then moving on to 
formal or professional care. It examines the requirements for being a professional carer such as professional 
standards as well as the demands and rewards of being involved in providing care. 

Block 2: explores human development across the life course through the lens of three case studies. The first focuses 
on the impact of migration on human development, the second considers how involvement in crime affects people 
across the life course and the final case study focuses on the needs of people with learning disabilities transitioning 
from children to adult services. The Block also explores the impact of disadvantage and discrimination to human 
needs across the life course. These issues will be considered through the lens of a video case study of a preschool 
play group supporting migrant families service in Edinburgh. 

Block 3: examines the important issue of safeguarding. You will learn about the definitions of risk in the context of 
both adults and children's services. You will also explore the ways in which health and social care services respond to 
promoting wellbeing and protecting people who are vulnerable. These issues will be considered through the lens of a 
video case study of a drug and alcohol service in Belfast. 

Block 4: introduces some of the core concepts of sociology and how these can help you develop a deeper 
understanding of health and social care needs and services. In particular, you will learn about the importance of 
identity and how identities change in particular contexts. You will also learn about how needs change as people 
move through important transitions such as ageing and becoming more dependent. 

Block 5: explores the settings in which care takes place and is managed. You visit a wide variety of care 
environments, from domestic homes to residential and hospital settings, exploring their physical, social, and 
psychological impact and the extent to which they are enabling or disabling. In particular, you will consider the  
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service user and also the professional perspectives on navigating services. These themes will be illustrated with a 
video case study of an educational mental health resource in Oxford. 

Block 6: introduces innovation and digital delivery of health and social care services. You will learn about why 
technological innovation is important and the advantages and challenges of digital service delivery. You will consider 
your own digital footprint and use of social media. The issues of this block are illustrated through a video case study 
of a digital app to support the treatment of people with post-traumatic stress disorder filmed at the National Centre 
for Mental Health in Cardiff. 

Entry 
This is a key introductory OU Level 1 module. OU Level 1 modules provide core subject knowledge and study skills 
needed for both higher education and distance learning, to help you progress to modules at OU Level 2 
  
This module is an ideal place to start your degree studies if you want to draw on your experience of caring, no 
matter how informal. 
 
Additional requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components and Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) versions of printed 
material are available. Some Adobe PDF components may not be available or fully accessible using a screen reader. 
The printed study materials are available in the DAISY Digital Talking Book format. Other alternative formats of the 
study materials may be available in the future. 
 
Course material: What's included 
Module books, other printed materials. 
 
Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 

Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on 
Kindle. 

It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 
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Support from your tutor 
You will have a tutor who will help you with the study material. They will also mark and comment on your written 
work, and you can ask them for advice and guidance. Your tuition is delivered online and contact with your tutor will 
be through email and online discussion sessions, but some tuition will be provided through phone conversations. 
 
Assessment 
This module is assessed by: 
 
5 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
 
End-of-module assessment 
You will be expected to submit your tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) online through the eTMA system unless there 
are some difficulties which prevent you from doing so. In these circumstances, you must negotiate with your tutor to 
get their agreement to submit your assignment on paper. 
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Introduction to healthcare practice 
Course code: KXY104 Credits: 60 OU Level: 1  
SCQF Level: 7  FHEQ Level: 4   

 
Summary 
This is a practice-based module that – together with Introducing Health and Social Care (KYN102) – forms Stage 1 of 
the BSc (Honours) Nursing. Studying this module will develop your knowledge and skills for nursing or healthcare 
practice, and successful completion enables you to progress in your chosen programme of study. 
 
Course content 
You’ll be introduced to the essential aspects of practice as you begin to develop skills such as questioning, problem-
solving, communication and relationship management skills and numeracy and literacy skills with application to safe 
and effective care. Your studies will also include the essentials of medicines management, anatomy and physiology 
and health promotion and will help you develop and maintain the required currency and relevance of your practice 
within an ever-changing healthcare environment. 

The theory element of this module requires 125 hours of study consisting of 16 learning guides which are studied 
alongside your work-based practice. Your tuition will be provided online by your module tutor who will support your 
learning and achievement in online tutorials, email or telephone-based discussions and feedback on your assessed 
work. 

Learning Guides 1–7 
The first seven learning guides are the essential building blocks from which you can begin to understand your role as 
a student and will inform the foundations of your learning and practice. Topics include:  

• Becoming a nursing student in practice 
• Being a professional – as relevant to the focus of the overall programme that you're registered on, such as 

the BSc (Honours) Nursing  
• Person and family-centred care 
• Communication skills 
• Medicines management and numeracy skills 
• Quality and safety of care 
• Infection prevention and control. 

The module materials are developed in ways that support and encourage you to apply your theory learning to your 
practice. They will inform the development of your skills in practice and support you in being proactive in developing 
your competence in your practice setting. 

Learning Guides 8–15 
The next eight learning guides introduce holistic, personalised, person and family-centred care for people in different 
settings and different fields of practice. You will be encouraged to take a questioning and problem-solving approach 
to care delivery and explore the rationale for care and underpinning evidence that informs how and why care is 
delivered in particular ways. Topics include: 



                                                                        

11  
Each module content is subject to change  

 

• Assessment skills and care planning 
• Acute and emergency care 
• Bladder and bowel health 
• Nutrition and hydration 
• Hygiene, skin integrity and wound care 
• Mobility 
• Promoting health 
• Supporting skills. 

As you study the learning guides, you will continue to develop your skills in practice. 

Learning Guide 16 
In the final learning guide, you will reflect on your ongoing development for your area of practice, and achievements 
so far. If you are continuing with your studies following on from this module, you will also look forward to the second 
stage of your qualification and how you will make the transition to working and studying at Level 2. 

Overall, this module will support the development of your practice. You will be supported throughout by your 
Practice Supervisor and Practice Tutor/Academic Assessor and your practice will be assessed by a Practice Assessor 
and your Practice Tutor/ Academic Assessor. 

You will learn 
This module contributes to a professional qualification. The following outcomes inform the content and assessment 
of the module: 

• Develop an understanding of how to be a proactive learner in the practice setting 
• Demonstrate professional values and behaviour in accordance with the Nursing and Midwifery Council’s 

Code (Nursing students only) 
• Identify and discuss opportunities for health promotion activities in the practice setting 
• Demonstrate an ability to assess people’s needs using appropriate skills and tools 
• Deliver and document care, in partnership with people and families 
• Demonstrate a range of practical/clinical skills, as relevant to your practice, in the delivery of safe, effective, 

dignified, and compassionate care 
• Demonstrate an ability to work with children, young people, adults, and their families, carers, and colleagues 
• Display insights into own abilities and when to seek support in a timely way 
• Apply the values of equality, diversity, protection, and confidentiality to your practice 
• Demonstrate resilience and acknowledge the impact and demands of practice on your personal health and 

wellbeing, engaging in self-care and accessing support when required. 
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Entry 
All students will need to be employed in a setting where they can gain appropriate practice learning experience 
under supervision and be assessed in practice. 

BSc (Honours) Nursing 
All nursing students will only be registered on this module if they have undergone the recruitment and selection 
process to the pre-registration nursing programme. Students on the pre-registration nursing programmes only will 
need to demonstrate: 

• an ability to work at Level 2 literacy and numeracy (NVQ Level 2 or GCSE grades A*-C) 
• certified evidence of 12 years of general education; this is an NMC requirement. 
• their suitability for their chosen field of nursing and the appropriate values, attitudes, and behaviours for the 

programme in line with the current Nursing and Midwifery Council Code. 

If you have any doubt about the suitability of the module, please speak to an adviser. 

Additional requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components and Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) versions of written 
material are available. Some Adobe PDF components may not be available or fully accessible using a screen reader. 
Other alternative formats of the study materials may be available in the future. 
 
When considering this module, it is important that you discuss with your employer/organisation any additional 
requirements you have that could impact on your practice-based learning. 
 
Course materials: What’s included 
Online learning materials and resources, Practice Assessment Document (PAD), 16 learning guides and 
accompanying resource materials. 

You will also have access to a module website, through which teaching, and library resources are available that 
provide links to current information and relevant research-based materials relating to module content. 

There will be some online activities in which you will be expected to participate. 

Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 

Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on 
Kindle. 
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It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 

Support from your tutor 
You will be supported by: 

Module Tutor – will guide you through the study materials, mark and comment on your written work and provide 
advice and guidance through email, online tutorials discussion forums and by phone. 

Practice Supervisor – will support and supervise you in the development of your practice and contribute to your 
record of achievement and proficiencies within your Practice Assessment Document (PAD). 

Practice Assessor – will work in collaboration with your Practice Supervisor to conduct assessments to confirm your 
achievement of proficiencies and programme outcomes for practice learning. 

Practice Tutor/Academic Assessor – take an overview of your practice development. Will support the Practice 
Supervisor and Practice Assessor in readiness for practice assessment and in the verification of your achievements in 
your PAD. 

Assessment 
2 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
2 Interactive computer-marked assignments (iCMAs) 
End-of-module assessment 
 
You will be expected to submit your tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) online through the eTMA system unless there 
are some difficulties which prevent you from doing so. In these circumstances, you must negotiate with your tutor to 
get their agreement to submit your assignment on paper. 
 
The end of module assessment (EMA) consists of an assignment and completion of your Practice Assessment 
Document (PAD). 
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Understanding nursing: knowledge and theory 
Course code: KXY210 Credits: 60 OU Level: 2  
SCQF Level: 8  FHEQ Level: 5   

 
Summary 
You will study this module if you are registered on a pre-registration nursing programme (PRNP). KYN210 is the 
learning that we introduce you to at Level 2 and sets the foundation for further learning at Level 3. Your learning will 
be in groups of no more than eight students supported by a module tutor. Learning will be structured around 
enquiry-based practices using case scenarios/vignettes that will encourage you to be an active learner. You will 
contribute to the learning of your peers by coming together bi-weekly to share learning and experiences in a safe 
and non-threatening environment. 
 
Entry 
This module is not available for standalone study. It is open only to students on the Pre-Registration Nursing 
Programme who are sponsored by their employer. 

To study this module, you should have: 
• satisfied the entry requirements for the qualification 
• registered on the BSc (Honours) Nursing (any field of practice) 
• normally completed the two OU Level 1 modules Introducing health and social care (K102/KYN(L)102) 

and Introduction to health care practice (K104/KYN(L)104) or demonstrate equivalent 
• met the NMC entry requirements; demonstrated good character and health status through self- declaration; 

enhanced criminal disclosure; occupational health screening; review of previous sickness and absence; two 
references, one from current employer. 

Course content 
This 30-week module is the theory module of 60 credits that sits alongside of Developing Nursing 
Practice (K211) focusing on your development of practice as part of the BSc (Honours) Nursing. This module will be 
studied by students on all four fields of practice – Adult, Children and Young People, Learning Disabilities and Mental 
Health. 

Content taught in Level 1 focused on foundational health and social care, whereas this Level 2 module will develop 
generic and field-specific nursing content, allowing opportunities for you to deep dive into the four fields of practice 
through use of an enquiry-based learning (EBL) approach. You'll be introduced to the broad principles that underpin 
nursing practice in accordance with the Nursing and Midwifery Council Standards of proficiency for registered nurses 
(NMC 2018) and use case scenarios and vignettes to discover a range of caring interventions. 

You will be studying in groups of no more than 8 students and will come together bi-weekly to share and advance 
your learning and that of your peers, we anticipate that you'll feel part of an active learning community. 

There are learning assets on the module website with learning guides sitting under five core themes: 
• Developing a professional identity 
• Improvement science and patient safety 
• Development across the life course 
• Integrated services and Wellbeing. 
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Rather than studying the Learning Guides in a linear fashion i.e., Learning Guide 1 followed by Learning Guide 2 etc., 
you will be directed by an enquiry-based learning approach to specific module content across the blocks and learning 
guides using ‘triggers’ to help you respond to and learn from the case scenarios and vignettes that you will discuss 
within tutorials. 

It should be noted that in most instances, this module will run concurrently with Developing Nursing 
Practice (K211) and therefore the content has been shaped to facilitate your application of learning to practice. 

You will learn 
This module contributes to a professional qualification. The following outcomes informed the content and 
assessment of the module: 

• Ability to think critically when applying evidence and drawing on experience to make evidence-informed 
decisions in all situations 

• Demonstrating resilience and emotional intelligence to explain the rationale that influences judgements and 
decisions in routine, complex and challenging situations 

• Promoting non-discriminatory, person-centred, and sensitive care, reflecting on people’s values and beliefs, 
diverse backgrounds, cultural characteristics, language requirements, needs and preference 

• Taking responsibility for continuous self-reflection, seeking, and responding to support and feedback to 
develop professional knowledge and skills. 

 
Additional requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components and Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) versions of printed 
material are available. Some Adobe PDF components may not be available or fully accessible using a screen reader 
and scientific or diagrammatic materials may be particularly difficult to read in this way. The module is delivered 
online. If you use specialist hardware or software and have concerns about accessing online resources, you are 
advised to contact us about support which can be given to meet your needs. Other alternative formats of the study 
materials may be available in the future. 
 
Course materials: What’s included 
Online learning materials and resources. You will have access to a module website, through which teaching, and 
library resources are available that provide links to current information and relevant research-based materials 
relating to module content. 
 
Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 
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Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on 
Kindle. 

It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 

Support from your tutor 
Online tuition will be via synchronous Adobe Connect meetings with bi-weekly 2.5hrs tutorials. Learning materials 
will be labelled as Core and Optional, but you'll be expected to study outside OU learning materials by seeking 
further information from the internet, as well as drawing on local trust and national policies to inform your tuition 
and practice. 

Tutorials will run with groups of 8-10 students. Students seeking individual support will be able to do so with their 
tutor. 

Assessment 
2 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
1 Interactive computer-marked assignment (iCMA) 
End-of-module assessment (EMA) 
 
You will be expected to submit your tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) online through the eTMA system unless there 
are some difficulties which prevent you from doing so. In these circumstances, you must negotiate with your tutor to 
get their agreement to submit your assignment on paper. The interactive computer-marked assignments (iCMAs) are 
completed via the module website.  
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Developing nursing practice 
Course code: KXY211 Credits: 60 OU Level: 2  
SCQF Level: 8 FHEQ Level: 5   

 
Summary 
You will study this module as part of our BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39). 

This Level 2 practice-based module has a balance of theory and practice, and you'll study five topics through 
practice-based practice and distance learning. The module will be delivered fully online, and you'll be allocated a 
module tutor. You will also be supported in practice by a practice supervisor, assessed by a practice assessor and a 
practice tutor/academic assessor tutor to develop your skills and competence in academic study to become an 
independent learner. To undertake this module, you will be required to be employed in a health and care setting and 
have the support of your employer. 

Entry 
This module is not available for standalone study. It is open only to students on a nursing qualification who are 
sponsored by their employer. 

To study this module, you should have: 
• satisfied the entry requirements for the qualification 
• registered on the BSc (Honours) Nursing (any field of practice) 
• normally completed the two OU Level 1 modules Introducing health and social care (K102/KYN(L)102) 

and Introduction to health care practice (K104/KYN(L)104) or demonstrate equivalent 
• met the NMC entry requirements; demonstrated good character and health status through self- declaration; 

enhanced criminal disclosure; occupational health screening; review of previous sickness and absence; two 
references, one from current employer. 

Course content 
This is a 45-week practice module that sits alongside Understanding nursing knowledge and theory (KYN210) to focus 
on the theoretical concepts that inform nursing practice as part of the BSc (Hons) Nursing degree. 

You will study this module regardless of your chosen field of practice: Adult, Children and Young People, Learning 
Disabilities, or Mental Health. This module builds from Stage 1 which introduces you to the broad principles 
underpinning nursing practice in accordance with Future Nurse: standards of proficiency for registered nurses (NMC 
2018) or the Standards of proficiency for nursing associates (NMC 2018). 

This module focuses on practice-based learning. You will be supernumerary in practice and work under direct or 
indirect supervision of a registered nurse or other health care professionals (a Practice Supervisor). Your practice 
learning will take place within the NHS or other health and social care settings. You will be supported by module 
tutors in online facilitated groups of 20 students with the aim of creating a sense of togetherness to discuss and 
reflect on concepts informing practice. Learning in practice will be with the support of OU practice tutors/academic 
assessors, practice supervisors and practice assessors. 
 
Additional requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components and Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) versions of printed 
material are available. Some Adobe PDF components may not be available or fully accessible using a screen reader  
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and scientific or diagrammatic materials may be particularly difficult to read in this way. The module is delivered 
online. If you use specialist hardware or software and have concerns about accessing online resources, you are 
advised to contact us about support which can be given to meet your needs. Other alternative formats of the study 
materials may be available in the future. 
 
Course materials: What's included? 
Online learning materials and resources, practice assessment document, five online learning guides and 
accompanying resource materials. 

You will have access to a website, through which teaching, and library resources are available that provide links to 
current information and relevant research-based materials relating to module content. 

Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 

Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on 
Kindle. 

It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 
 
Support from your tutor 
You will have a tutor who will help you with the study material, and mark and comment on your written work, and 
whom you can ask for advice and guidance. Your tuition is delivered online so contact with your tutor will be through 
email and online discussion forums, although phone communication may also be used. 

Your module work is not the only area where you receive support. You will develop professional practice skills at the 
same time as theoretical knowledge in order to foster the integration of theory and practice. During your practice 
experiences you will have qualified practice supervisors and practice assessors to support, supervise, and assess your 
clinical skills and practice. 

You will be supported by: 

Module Tutor – will guide you through the study materials, mark and comment on your written work and provide 
advice and guidance through email, online tutorials discussion forums and by phone. 

Practice Supervisor – will support and supervise you in the development of your practice and contribute to your 
record of achievement and proficiencies within your Practice Assessment Document (PAD). 
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Practice Assessor – will work in collaboration with your practice supervisor to conduct assessments to confirm your 
achievement of proficiencies and programme outcomes for practice learning. 

Practice Tutor/Academic Assessor – takes an overview of your practice development. Will support the practice 
supervisor and practice assessor in readiness for practice assessment and in the verification of your achievements in 
your PAD. 

Assessment 
2 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
2 Interactive computer marked assignments (iCMAs) 
End-of-module assessment (EMA) 
 
The end of module assessment (EMA) consists of an assignment and completion of your Practice Assessment 
Document (PAD). 
 
You will be expected to submit your tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) online through the eTMA system unless there 
are some difficulties which prevent you from doing so. In these circumstances, you must negotiate with your tutor to 
get their agreement to submit your assignment on paper. 
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Assimilating nursing: knowledge and theory 
Course code: KXY325 Credits: 60 OU Level: 3  
SCQF Level: 9 FHEQ Level: 6  

 
Summary 
This module is part of the final stage of the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39) and is offered across all four fields of nursing 
practice – Adult, Children and Young People, Learning Disabilities and Mental Health. It assimilates nursing theory 
and practice, prior to Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) registration. The module is delivered using an enquiry-
based learning (EBL) approach. This is an interactive and engaging approach covering a range of interesting 
topics which focuses on increasing your depth of knowledge and understanding on topics such as, end-of-life care, 
public health, acute care, long term conditions and leadership and change management. 
 
Entry 
This module is not available for standalone study. To study this module, you should be registered on the BSc 
(Honours) Nursing, and have: 

• satisfied the entry requirements for the qualification 
• normally completed the following OU Level 1 modules: Introducing health and social care (KYN102) 

and Introduction to healthcare practice (KYN104), and the OU Level 2 modules Understanding nursing: 
knowledge and theory (KYN210) and Developing nursing practice (KYN211) or demonstrate equivalent. 

• met the NMC entry requirements; demonstrated good character and health status through self-declaration; 
enhanced criminal disclosure; occupational health screening; review of previous sickness and absence; two 
references, including one from your current employer. 

Course content 
You will study 4 blocks of learning covering a range of topics including those listed below. 

Block 1 – Global public health and long-term conditions, including: 

• Global and local perspectives of public health, health policy and healthy communities, digital health, and 
health literacy. 

• Human development across the life course and related theories. 
• Biopsychosocial aetiology, pathophysiology, salutogenesis vs pathogenesis of caring for long term conditions 

(and co-morbidity). 
• Service user vulnerability and acknowledging the service user's voice and choice in care. 

Block 2 – Being an accountable professional and delivering ethical care, including: 

• Legal issues in healthcare, for example, consent, competency and capacity. 
• Rights participation and advocacy, including the Mental Health Act and legal issues. 
• Being an accountable professional and delivering ethical care. 
• Inclusion, equity and discrimination. 
• Transitioning from student to registrant, for example, reflection, emotional intelligence, resilience, 

professionalism, and revalidation. 
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Block 3 – Acute and managing Long Term Conditions, including: 

• Assessment and management of self-harm, suicide, acutely ill child/adult, learning disability, and complex 
needs. 

• Managing the deteriorating patient, acute care, and home treatment. 
• Critical appraisal of the evidence. 
• Pharmacology and management of care, including substance misuse, and concordance. 

Block 4 – Leadership and management and change management, including: 

• Autonomous decision making, empowerment and care co-ordination. 
• Critical thinking and problem-solving. 
• Teamwork and leadership, power and influence, and conflict resolution. 
• Service improvement and quality assurance measures (PDSA and change management). 
• Major project on an area of service improvement. 

 
Additional requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components are available. The materials for this course are provided as a series of 
web pages via the course website and should be accessible using screen readers. Other alternative formats of the 
module materials may be available in the future. 
 
If you use specialist hardware or software to assist you in using a computer or the internet and have concerns about 
accessing online resources, you are advised to talk to an adviser about support which can be given to meet your 
needs. 
 
Course materials: What’s included? 
Online learning materials and resources. You will have access to a module website, through which teaching, and 
library resources are available that provide links to current information and relevant research-based materials 
relating to module content. 
 
Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 

Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on 
Kindle. 
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It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 
 
Support from your tutor 
Online tuition will be via synchronous Adobe Connect meetings with bi-weekly 2.5hrs tutorials. Learning materials 
will be labelled as Core and Optional, but you'll be expected to study outside OU learning materials by seeking 
further information from the internet, as well as drawing on local trust and national policies to inform your tuition 
and practice. 

Tutorials will run with groups of 8 students. Students seeking individual support will be able to do so with their tutor. 

Assessment 
3 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
1 Interactive computer marked assignment (iCMA) 
End-of-module assessment 
 
  



                                                                        

23  
Each module content is subject to change  

 

Becoming an autonomous practitioner: adult 
Course code: KXY326 Credits: 60 OU Level: 3  
SCQF Level: 9 FHEQ Level: 6  

 
Summary 
Becoming an autonomous practitioner: adult (KYN326) is a 60-credit practice module that sits alongside Assimilating 
nursing: knowledge and theory (KYN325) to form Stage 3 of the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39). It builds on field-
specific content from Stage 2 and allows you the opportunity to put into practice the knowledge you’ve acquired, 
and to develop this during Stage 3 for your development as a nearly qualified registrant with the Nursing and 
Midwifery Council (NMC). You’ll study theoretical content related to nursing leadership and management of complex 
care. This includes safeguarding, medicines management, reflexive practice, and gaining a wider appreciation of the 
impact nurses and nursing leadership can have in healthcare. You will undertake this study alongside practice 
placement in clinical settings where you will be expected to complete your Practice Assessment Document. 
 
Entry 
This module is not available for standalone study. To study this module, you should be registered on the BSc 
(Honours) Nursing, and have: 

• satisfied the entry requirements for the qualification 
• normally completed the following OU Level 1 modules: Introducing health and social care (KYN102) 

and Introduction to healthcare practice (KYN104), and the OU Level 2 modules Understanding nursing: 
knowledge and theory (KYN210) and Developing nursing practice (KYN211) or demonstrate equivalent. 

• met the NMC entry requirements; demonstrated good character and health status through self-declaration; 
enhanced criminal disclosure; occupational health screening; review of previous sickness and absence; two 
references, including one from your current employer. 

Course content 
In this module, you will undertake 770 hours of practice learning. Alongside this you will also study 5 topics which 
will cover the following: 

Topic 1 – Learning to lead 
• Becoming autonomous 
• Political awareness 
• Leadership and managing complexities 

 
Topic 2 – Leadership in a global context 

• Influential leadership 
• Impact on healthcare policy 

 
Topic 3 – Being a reflexive practitioner 

• Critical reflection 
• Critical awareness 
• Supervision and mentoring others 
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Topic 4 – Safeguarding across the lifespan 

• Safeguarding and the family context 
• Serious case reviews and public inquiries 

 
Topic 5 – Medicines management and optimisation 

• Medicines calculations 
• Complexity in medicines management, long term conditions and polypharmacy 
• Clinical trials 
• Preparation for becoming a registrant, accountability in practice 

 
Professional recognition 
For students pursuing the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39), this module is one of a set that together lead to the 
professional qualification of Registered Nurse (Part 1: NMC). 
 
Additional Requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components and Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) versions of printed 
material are available. Some Adobe PDF components may not be available or fully accessible using a screen reader 
and scientific or diagrammatic materials may be particularly difficult to read in this way. The module is delivered 
online. If you use specialist hardware or software and have concerns about accessing online resources, you are 
advised to contact us about support which can be given to meet your needs. Other alternative formats of the study 
materials may be available in the future. 
 
The materials for this module are provided as a series of web pages via the module website and should be accessible 
using screen readers. Figure descriptions of any diagrams will be provided along with transcripts of any audio 
material and printable versions of the online text-based material. Some online material may not be available or fully 
accessible using a screen reader (and mathematical and scientific materials may be particularly difficult to read in 
this way). 
 
Course materials: What’s included? 
Online learning materials and resources. You will have access to a module website, through which teaching, and 
library resources are available that provide links to current information and relevant research-based materials 
relating to module content. 
 
Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 

Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on 
Kindle. 
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It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 

Support from your tutor 
Online tuition will be via synchronous Adobe Connect meetings with bi-weekly 1.5hrs tutorials. Learning materials 
will be labelled as Core and Optional, but you'll be expected to study outside OU learning materials by seeking 
further information from the internet, as well as drawing on local trust and national policies to inform your tuition 
and practice. 

Tutorials will run with groups of 20 students. Students seeking individual support will be able to do so with their 
tutor. 

Assessment 
2 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
2 interactive computer marked assignments (iCMAs) 
End of module assessment is an examination and portfolio 
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Becoming an autonomous practitioner: mental health 

Course code: KXY327 Credits: 60 OU Level: 3  
SCQF Level: 9 FHEQ Level: 6  

 
Summary 
Becoming an autonomous practitioner: mental health (KYN327) is a 60-credit practice module that sits 
alongside Assimilating nursing: knowledge and theory (KYN325) to form Stage 3 of the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39). 
It builds on field-specific content from Stage 2 and allows you the opportunity to put into practice the knowledge 
you’ve acquired, and to develop this during Stage 3 for your development as a nearly qualified registrant with the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC). You’ll study theoretical content related to nursing leadership and 
management of complex care. This includes safeguarding, medicines management, reflexive practice, and gaining a 
wider appreciation of the impact nurses and nursing leadership can have in healthcare. You will undertake this study 
alongside practice placement in clinical settings where you will be expected to complete your Practice Assessment 
Document. 
 
Entry 
This module is not available for standalone study. To study this module, you should be registered on the BSc 
(Honours) Nursing, and have: 

• satisfied the entry requirements for the qualification 
• normally completed the following OU Level 1 modules: Introducing health and social care (KYN102) 

and Introduction to healthcare practice (KYN104), and the OU Level 2 modules Understanding nursing: 
knowledge and theory (KYN210) and Developing nursing practice (KYN211) or demonstrate equivalent. 

• met the NMC entry requirements; demonstrated good character and health status through self-declaration; 
enhanced criminal disclosure; occupational health screening; review of previous sickness and absence; two 
references, including one from your current employer. 

Course content 
In this module, you will undertake 770 hours of practice learning. Alongside this you will also study 5 topics which 
will cover the following: 

Topic 1 – Learning to lead 
• Becoming autonomous 
• Political awareness 
• Leadership and managing complexities 

Topic 2 – Leadership in a global context 
• Influential leadership 
• Impact on healthcare policy 

Topic 3 – Being a reflexive practitioner 
• Critical reflection 
• Critical awareness 
• Supervision and mentoring others 
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Topic 4 – Safeguarding across the lifespan 
• Safeguarding and the family context 
• Serious case reviews and public inquiries 

Topic 5 – Medicines management and optimisation 
• Medicines calculations 
• Complexity in medicines management, long term conditions and polypharmacy 
• Clinical trials 
• Preparation for becoming a registrant, accountability in practice 

 
Professional recognition 
For students pursuing the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39), this module is one of a set that together lead to the 
professional qualification of Registered Nurse (Part 1: NMC). 
 
Additional Requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components and Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) versions of printed 
material are available. Some Adobe PDF components may not be available or fully accessible using a screen reader 
and scientific or diagrammatic materials may be particularly difficult to read in this way. The module is delivered 
online. If you use specialist hardware or software and have concerns about accessing online resources, you are 
advised to contact us about support which can be given to meet your needs. Other alternative formats of the study 
materials may be available in the future. 
 
The materials for this module are provided as a series of web pages via the module website and should be accessible 
using screen readers. Figure descriptions of any diagrams will be provided along with transcripts of any audio 
material and printable versions of the online text-based material. Some online material may not be available or fully 
accessible using a screen reader (and mathematical and scientific materials may be particularly difficult to read in 
this way). 
 
Course materials: What’s included? 
Online learning materials and resources. You will have access to a module website, through which teaching, and 
library resources are available that provide links to current information and relevant research-based materials 
relating to module content. 
 
Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 

Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on Kindle. 
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It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 

Support from your tutor 
Online tuition will be via synchronous Adobe Connect meetings with bi-weekly 1.5hrs tutorials. Learning materials 
will be labelled as Core and Optional, but you'll be expected to study outside OU learning materials by seeking 
further information from the internet, as well as drawing on local trust and national policies to inform your tuition 
and practice. 

Tutorials will run with groups of 20 students. Students seeking individual support will be able to do so with their 
tutor. 

Assessment 
2 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
2 interactive computer marked assignments (iCMAs) 
End of module assessment is an examination and portfolio 
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Becoming an autonomous practitioner: learning disabilities 

Course code: KXY328 Credits: 60 OU Level: 3  
SCQF Level: 9 FHEQ Level: 6  

 
Summary 
Becoming an autonomous practitioner: learning disabilities (KYN328) is a 60-credit practice module that sits 
alongside Assimilating nursing: knowledge and theory (KYN325) to form Stage 3 of the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39). 
It builds on field-specific content from Stage 2 and allows you the opportunity to put into practice the knowledge 
you’ve acquired, and to develop this during Stage 3 for your development as a nearly qualified registrant with the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC). You’ll study theoretical content related to nursing leadership and 
management of complex care. This includes safeguarding, medicines management, reflexive practice, and gaining a 
wider appreciation of the impact nurses and nursing leadership can have in healthcare. You will undertake this study 
alongside practice placement in clinical settings where you will be expected to complete your Practice Assessment 
Document. 
 
Entry 
This module is not available for standalone study. To study this module, you should be registered on the BSc 
(Honours) Nursing, and have: 

• satisfied the entry requirements for the qualification 
• normally completed the following OU Level 1 modules: Introducing health and social care (KYN102) 

and Introduction to healthcare practice (KYN104), and the OU Level 2 modules Understanding nursing: 
knowledge and theory (KYN210) and Developing nursing practice (KYN211) or demonstrate equivalent. 

• met the NMC entry requirements; demonstrated good character and health status through self-declaration; 
enhanced criminal disclosure; occupational health screening; review of previous sickness and absence; two 
references, including one from your current employer. 

Course content 
In this module, you will undertake 770 hours of practice learning. Alongside this you will also study 5 topics which 
will cover the following: 

Topic 1 – Learning to lead 
• Becoming autonomous 
• Political awareness 
• Leadership and managing complexities 

Topic 2 – Leadership in a global context 
• Influential leadership 
• Impact on healthcare policy 

Topic 3 – Being a reflexive practitioner 
• Critical reflection 
• Critical awareness 
• Supervision and mentoring others 
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Topic 4 – Safeguarding across the lifespan 
• Safeguarding and the family context 
• Serious case reviews and public inquiries 

Topic 5 – Medicines management and optimisation 
• Medicines calculations 
• Complexity in medicines management, long term conditions and polypharmacy 
• Clinical trials 
• Preparation for becoming a registrant, accountability in practice 

 
Professional recognition 
For students pursuing the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39), this module is one of a set that together lead to the 
professional qualification of Registered Nurse (Part 1: NMC). 
 
Additional Requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components and Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) versions of printed 
material are available. Some Adobe PDF components may not be available or fully accessible using a screen reader 
and scientific or diagrammatic materials may be particularly difficult to read in this way. The module is delivered 
online. If you use specialist hardware or software and have concerns about accessing online resources, you are 
advised to contact us about support which can be given to meet your needs. Other alternative formats of the study 
materials may be available in the future. 
 
The materials for this module are provided as a series of web pages via the module website and should be accessible 
using screen readers. Figure descriptions of any diagrams will be provided along with transcripts of any audio 
material and printable versions of the online text-based material. Some online material may not be available or fully 
accessible using a screen reader (and mathematical and scientific materials may be particularly difficult to read in 
this way). 
 
Course materials: What’s included? 
Online learning materials and resources. You will have access to a module website, through which teaching, and 
library resources are available that provide links to current information and relevant research-based materials 
relating to module content. 
 
Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 
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Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on 
Kindle. 

It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 

Support from your tutor 
Online tuition will be via synchronous Adobe Connect meetings with bi-weekly 1.5hrs tutorials. Learning materials 
will be labelled as Core and Optional, but you'll be expected to study outside OU learning materials by seeking 
further information from the internet, as well as drawing on local trust and national policies to inform your tuition 
and practice. 

Tutorials will run with groups of 20 students. Students seeking individual support will be able to do so with their 
tutor. 

Assessment 
2 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
2 interactive computer marked assignments (iCMAs) 
End of module assessment is an examination and portfolio 
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Becoming an autonomous practitioner: children and young people 

Course code: KXY329 Credits: 60 OU Level: 3  
SCQF Level: 9 FHEQ Level: 6  

 
Becoming an autonomous practitioner: children and young people (KYN329) is a 60-credit practice module that sits 
alongside Assimilating nursing: knowledge and theory (KYN325) to form Stage 3 of the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39). 
It builds on field-specific content from Stage 2 and allows you the opportunity to put into practice the knowledge 
you’ve acquired, and to develop this during Stage 3 for your development as a nearly qualified registrant with the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC). You’ll study theoretical content related to nursing leadership and 
management of complex care. This includes safeguarding, medicines management, reflexive practice, and gaining a 
wider appreciation of the impact nurses and nursing leadership can have in healthcare. You will undertake this study 
alongside practice placement in clinical settings where you will be expected to complete your Practice Assessment 
Document. 
 
Entry 
This module is not available for standalone study. To study this module, you should be registered on the BSc 
(Honours) Nursing, and have: 

• satisfied the entry requirements for the qualification 
• normally completed the following OU Level 1 modules: Introducing health and social care (KYN102) 

and Introduction to healthcare practice (KYN104), and the OU Level 2 modules Understanding nursing: 
knowledge and theory (KYN210) and Developing nursing practice (KYN211) or demonstrate equivalent. 

• met the NMC entry requirements; demonstrated good character and health status through self-declaration; 
enhanced criminal disclosure; occupational health screening; review of previous sickness and absence; two 
references, including one from your current employer. 

Course content 
In this module, you will undertake 770 hours of practice learning. Alongside this you will also study 5 topics which 
will cover the following: 

Topic 1 – Learning to lead 
• Becoming autonomous 
• Political awareness 
• Leadership and managing complexities 

Topic 2 – Leadership in a global context 
• Influential leadership 
• Impact on healthcare policy 

Topic 3 – Being a reflexive practitioner 
• Critical reflection 
• Critical awareness 
• Supervision and mentoring others 
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Topic 4 – Safeguarding across the lifespan 
• Safeguarding and the family context 
• Serious case reviews and public inquiries 

Topic 5 – Medicines management and optimisation 
• Medicines calculations 
• Complexity in medicines management, long term conditions and polypharmacy 
• Clinical trials 
• Preparation for becoming a registrant, accountability in practice 

 
Professional recognition 
For students pursuing the BSc (Honours) Nursing (R39), this module is one of a set that together lead to the 
professional qualification of Registered Nurse (Part 1: NMC). 
 
Additional Requirements 
Written transcripts of any audio components and Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) versions of printed 
material are available. Some Adobe PDF components may not be available or fully accessible using a screen reader 
and scientific or diagrammatic materials may be particularly difficult to read in this way. The module is delivered 
online. If you use specialist hardware or software and have concerns about accessing online resources, you are 
advised to contact us about support which can be given to meet your needs. Other alternative formats of the study 
materials may be available in the future. 
 
The materials for this module are provided as a series of web pages via the module website and should be accessible 
using screen readers. Figure descriptions of any diagrams will be provided along with transcripts of any audio 
material and printable versions of the online text-based material. Some online material may not be available or fully 
accessible using a screen reader (and mathematical and scientific materials may be particularly difficult to read in 
this way). 
 
Course materials: What’s included? 
Online learning materials and resources. You will have access to a module website, through which teaching, and 
library resources are available that provide links to current information and relevant research-based materials 
relating to module content. 
 
Computing requirements 
You’ll need broadband internet access and a desktop or laptop computer with an up-to-date version of Windows (10 
or 11), or macOS (10.15 or higher). 

Any additional software will be provided or is generally freely available. 

To join in spoken conversations in tutorials, we recommend a wired headset (headphones/earphones with a built-in 
microphone). 

Our module websites comply with web standards, and any modern browser is suitable for most activities. 

 



                                                                        

34  
Each module content is subject to change  

 

Our OU Study mobile App will operate on all current, supported versions of Android and iOS. It’s not available on 
Kindle. 

It’s also possible to access some module materials on a mobile phone, tablet device or Chromebook. However, as 
you may be asked to install additional software or use certain applications, you’ll also require a desktop or laptop as 
described above. 

Support from your tutor 
Online tuition will be via synchronous Adobe Connect meetings with bi-weekly 1.5hrs tutorials. Learning materials 
will be labelled as Core and Optional, but you'll be expected to study outside OU learning materials by seeking 
further information from the internet, as well as drawing on local trust and national policies to inform your tuition 
and practice. 

Tutorials will run with groups of 20 students. Students seeking individual support will be able to do so with their 
tutor. 

Assessment 
2 Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) 
2 interactive computer marked assignments (iCMAs) 
End of module assessment is an examination and portfolio 
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